technology scanning

This category highlights a variety of
technologies and land use
orientation ideas which contribute
to improved design efficiency
efficiency,,
particularly as related to energy
efficiency and sustainability
sustainability..

Technology Scanning
One of PATH’s major research support
services is PATH Technology Scanning.
Technology Scanning tells us about
technology developments in other
industries, from other nations, from federal
laboratories, and from other building
sectors. PATH looks for breakthroughs in
other industries that could be transferred
and applied to housing. Technology
Scanning–published by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development/PATH and prepared by the
NAHB Research Center–is updated as
technology developments dictate. The
Research Center works to unite technology
developers from outside of residential
construction with manufacturers in the
residential housing sector.
This issue of Technology Scanning is
one in a series. Each issue in the series falls
into one of the following categories:
• Design and Internet Tools
• Safety
• Surfaces and Interior Finishes
• Building Envelope Technologies
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning
• Energy/Power Systems Generation
• Basic Materials
• Information Technology
• Sustainable Design Strategies
• Materials Recycling and Reuse
• Thermal and Moisture Protection
• Indoor Environmental Quality

Call the ToolBase Hotline at
800-898-2842 for information about other
available Technology Scanning issues. Or,
log onto www.pathnet.org and
www.toolbase.org.

Design Layout
Internet-based Sustainable Design Tool
The Minnesota Sustainable Design
Guide, developed at the Center for
Sustainable Building Research,
University of Minnesota College of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture,
is an Internet-based tool that can overlay
environmental issues on the design,
construction, and operation of both new
and renovated buildings. It is structured
to inform decision-making and design
thinking during the pre-design, design,
and construction phases and to guide
building operations during the occupancy
phase. Over 45 design strategies are
organized around six environmental
topics: site, water, energy, indoor
environment, materials, and waste. The
focus is to allow users to set sustainable
design priorities and goals, develop
appropriate sustainable design strategies,
and have performance measures to guide
the design decision-making process. The
tool is currently online (see web
address below).
Under development, to enhance this
tool, is a vehicle to document, evaluate,
and disseminate usable information on
sustainable materials, products, systems,
and services for the commercial and
residential construction industry. When
completed it will educate users on costs,
availability, and actual in-place
experience with sustainable products,
materials, and services.
Contact:
John Carmody, Director
Center for Sustainable Building Research
University of Minnesota, College of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture
Suite 225
1425 University Ave SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-624-1351
Fax: 612-626-7424
Email: msdg@tc.umn.edu
www.sustainabledesignguide.umn.edu
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Sustainable
Design
Strategies

The Minnesota Sustainable Design
Guide can be found by visiting
www.sustainabledesignguide.umn.edu

451 7th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20410
Email: pathnet@pathnet.org
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