technology scanning

Outlined here are several finish and
surface technologies that could be
applied in housing for various
benefits stated.

Technology Scanning
One of PATH’s major research support
services is PATH Technology Scanning.
Technology Scanning tells us about
technology developments in other
industries, from other nations, from federal
laboratories, and from other building
sectors. PATH looks for breakthroughs in
other industries that could be transferred
and applied to housing. Technology
Scanning–published by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development/PATH and prepared by the
NAHB Research Center–is updated as
technology developments dictate. The
Research Center works to unite technology
developers from outside of residential
construction with manufacturers in the
residential housing sector.
This issue of Technology Scanning is
one in a series. Each issue in the series falls
into one of the following categories:
• Design and Internet Tools
• Safety
• Surfaces and Interior Finishes
• Building Envelope Technologies
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning
• Energy/Power Systems Generation
• Basic Materials
• Information Technology
• Sustainable Design Strategies
• Materials Recycling and Reuse
• Thermal and Moisture Protection
• Indoor Environmental Quality

Call the ToolBase Hotline at
800-898-2842 for information about other
available Technology Scanning issues. Or,
log onto www.pathnet.org and
www.toolbase.org.

451 7th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20410
Email: pathnet@pathnet.org

Interior Surfaces
Comfort Flooring Looks like Maple Floor
Fossil Oasis Flooring produces a
maple floor look-alike that is highly
durable and has its own built in shock
absorbing fiber grid and foam backer.
This product is used in the exhibit
industry for wood-like flooring
appearance. It has been used for major
sporting events as well (Olympic Games,
Goodwill Games, Pan Am Games). It is
virtually maintenance free, while offering
40% shock absorption. It’s fully
warranted for 10 years and stands up to
scuffs, dents, stains, and heavy traffic
seen at trade shows. Its affordability and
wood-like appearance could be applied in
residential housing applications as an
affordable alternative to wood flooring or
laminates. With integrated foam cell
backing and super durable wear layer on
top it retails in the exhibit industry for
$10/sf, but with larger volume of use in
other industries, its cost will come down.
Contact:
Fossil Graphics
44 Jefryn Boulevard
Deer Park, NY 11729
Phone: 800-244-9809
Lighter
Lighter,, Economical Solid Surface
Centura Solid Surfacing has
introduced Core-Lite, a new patented
process utilizing a lightweight plastic
honeycomb core adhered to ¼-inch solid
surface sheet. It is rugged, durable, and
backed by a 12-year warranty.
It is more economical than
traditional solid surface products. Drop
edges, build-up edges, under-mount
bowls, or inlays are all possible. Three
solid colors and nine matrix colors are
available. Centura Solid Surface is also
available for shower wall applications.
Contact:
Centura Solid Surfacing
3525 State Road 32 West
Westfield, IN 46074
Phone: 888-398-2296
Fax: 317-867-0807
www.centurasolidsurface.com
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Surfaces and
Interior
Finishes

Tricel, a lightweight honeycomb material
with continuous triangular cells, provides
a core material for strength and rigidity to
which almost any laminate can be adhered.

Interior Wall Panels
Interior Panel /Partition Material
Tricel, a lightweight honeycomb
material with continuous triangular
cells, provides a core material for
strength and rigidity to which almost any
laminate can be adhered. It’s used in the
exhibit industry for lightweight wall
panels and partitions. Made from kraft
paper, its structure is able to provide great
rigidity for its weight. The thicker its
honeycomb, the greater the load carrying
capacity. The panels are easier to handle
and fabricate than the plywood panels
they replace in the exhibit industry.
Applications for residential interior
panels could be developed and tested.
Contact:
Tricel Honeycomb Corporation
2100 Swanson Court
Gurnee, IL 60031
Phone: 800-352-3300
Fax: 847-336-1311
www.tricelcorp.com
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Recyclable Acoustical Wall Covering
CrossPoint recently displayed its
latest fabric acoustical wall coverings, six
new styles that are 100% recyclable and
contain recycled content. Used in the
exhibit building industry, these are longlasting, well-wearing fabric surfaces that
have excellent resistance to pill, fuzz, and
fray. They are also inherently mildew
resistant, while exhibiting self-healing
abilities when poked or damaged. They
have application in interior partitions,
wall panels and other high traffic areas.
Contact:
CrossPoint Fabrics, Inc.
380 S. Industrial Blvd.
Calhoun, GA 30701
Phone: 888-396-6750
Fax: 706-325-7604
www.crosspointfabrics.com
Panels for Interior Flexible,
Re-configurable Space
From the exhibit building industry,
Versipanel’s newest products provide
versatile panels for dividing multipurpose
interior spaces in schools, churches, and
institutions. These panels are decorative,
acoustical, portable, and configurable.
They are affordable and user-friendly
with quick-connect fittings. These could
be applied in houses where flexible, reconfigurable interiors are desired.
Contact:
Versipanel LLC
11225 N. 28th Dr., Ste. D-122
Phoenix, AZ 85029
Phone: 877-942-4841
Fax: 602-942-4899
www.versipanel.com
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Interior Wall
Panels, continued

Versipanels
can be
applied in
houses
where
flexible, reconfigurable
interiors are
desired.

Interior Walls & Floors
A New Bonding Method for Surface
Coverings Over Concrete
Attaching fabrics or carpeting to
concrete floors or walls has always
presented challenges, because concrete
can transmit moisture and degrade the
bond between textile and concrete. A
group of inventors out of Vicksburg, MS
have patented a new method that uses a
metal framework applied to existing
concrete or new pre-cast concrete panels.
The metal sheet provides a moisture
barrier between finish surface and
concrete. The system has the added
benefits of small air layer, which creates
additional insulation. The system also
has the ability to reduce static electricity
or shocks that commonly occur in these
types of floor finishes.
Contact:
Philip G. Malone
107 Fox Run Lane
Vicksburg, MS 39180

