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By TIM HEMSATH AND MIKE REVAC

Home is a place that's close to our hearts and
away from our busy lives. It's where we find
solace, love and safety.

Though the responsibilities and tasks involved
in homeupkeep are complex,one thing is simple.
A "green" home is on~that is well-built, safe and
healthy.

The U.s. Green Building Council's Flatwater
Chapter is helping to lead an emerging trend of
environmentallysensitive residentialhousing.

In eastemNebraskaandwestem Iowa,theFlat-
k'\vater Chapter serves as a catalyst by promoting

green building practices, technologies, policies
and standards through partnerships with other
organizations.

During its first few years, the chapter focused
on the Leadership in Energy and Environment
Design for New Constructionprogram.

LEED is a voluntary rating system that pro-

motes design and constrUctionof high perfor-
mance green homes. A green home conserves
energy,water andnatural resources. It creates less
waste and is healthier and more comfortable for
its occupants.

Recently,Flatwater has focused on the LEED
for Homes program, which is one way to build a
safe and healthyhome. Benefits of a LEEDhome
include lower energy and water bills; reduced
greenhouse gas emissions; and less exposure to
mold, mildew and other indoor toxins. The net
cost of owning a LEED home is comparable to
that of a conventionalhome.

The LEED rating system is the nationally
recognized standard for green building. LEED
certification recognizes and rewards builders for
meetingthehighestperformancestandards.It also
gives homeowners confidence that their house is
durable,healthy and environmentallyfriendly.

USGBC began the pilot test of LEED for
Homes in August 2005. As of May 2007, about
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PATH PROGRAM

The PATH Concept Home at 25th and Parker Streets meets all requirements for sustainabillty.

375 builders representing 6,000 U.S. homes
were participating in the pilot program. Over 200
homes have been LEED certified. The pilot test is
scheduled to conclude this fall. USGBC then will

launch the LEED for Homes rating system.
One such home was completed in Omaha this

year through the PATH program - Partnership
for Advancing Technology in Housing. The pro-
gram, a partnership between the U.S. government
and the housing industry, has the goal of advanc-
ing the use of technology in housing infrastruc-
ture throughout the country.

The PATH Concept Home Omaha meets all re-
quirements for sustainability: LEED for Homes,
Environments for Living, ENERGY STAR and
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB)
green building guidelines. For more information
about the PATH home and the Flatwater Chapter,
visit www.usgbc.org/chapters/flatwater.

There is more than one way to guarantee
that your home is green. The Nebraska Certi-
fied Green Build Home Program is a marketing
and professional development initiative of the
Nebraska State Home Builders Association, in
partnership with the Nebraska Energy Office.
Though the NSHBA and the NEO developed this
program, each certified builder takes responsibil-
ity for the new construction. NSHBA offers the
certification program to builders; the NEO certi-
fies whether homes comply with green building

standards.

The program responds to consumer demand for
an environmentally friendly home that is built by
professional builders using a consumer-friendly,
industry-approved set of guidelines.

Green building applies no-cost or low-cost
principles or products and a whole-building ap-
proach to home design and construction. This
results in improved cornf ort, water and energy
savings, improved indoor environmental quality
and a more material-efficient home. Green build-

ing is the way a builder responds to customers in
the market who factor concerns about resources
and the environment into their buying decision.

The program was developed in 2000, with the
first three homes built and promoted in the 2003
Home Builders Association of Lincoln Spring
Parade of Homes. Fourteen Nebraska homebuild-

ers have been trained and certified in the program.
Twenty-five homes are Nebraska Certified Green
Build Homes, with six others under construction.

For more information about the PATH Concept
Home and the Flatwater Chapter, visit www.us-
gbc.org/chapters/flatwater. To learn more about
the Nebraska Green Building Program, contact
NSHBA at 402-435-6772, the NEO at 402-471-
3358 or visit www.neo.ne.gov.

Tim Hemsath, AlA, is vice chairman of the U.S. Green Build.
ing Council's Flatwater Chapter. Mike Revac is president of
Nebraska Green Builders.


